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INTRODUCTION 
  
 
Each fall, a follow-up study is conducted of high school graduates who participated in the 
College Now Program to address such issues as student satisfaction with various facets of the 
College Now program, transfer of College Now credits, variables affecting selection of a college, 
perceptions of JCCC, and future educational plans.  Former College Now students from 21 of the 
participating Johnson County high schools responded to the 2005 follow-up study. 
 
Methodology 
 
Surveys were mailed to 1,732 former College Now students who were members of the Class of 
2005 on November 7, 2005, with one follow-up mailing conducted on December 7, 2005.  One 
survey was returned by the postal service as undeliverable.  A total of 304 of the 1,732 former 
College Now students returned completed surveys, for a response rate of 18%.    
 
A summary of major findings of the study follows.  Tables detailing results of the College Now 
survey are located in Appendix A.  A list of tables is provided at the beginning of the appendix 
to facilitate location of specific data.  A list of the colleges and universities that accept or do not 
accept College Now credit is located in Appendix B.  The survey and cover letters are located in 
Appendix C.  Verbatim comments are available in the JCCC Office of Institutional Research. 
 
Comments or questions regarding this report or studies of former College Now students may be 
directed to: 
 
  
 Office of Institutional Research 
 Johnson County Community College 
 12345 College Boulevard 
 Overland Park, KS 66210-1299 
 469-8500, ext. 3443



 
 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
   
 
College Now Experiences 
 

• Nearly 98% of respondents indicated they would recommend the College Now program 
to friends.  This finding has remained consistent over the years. 

 
• Respondents were asked to rate several aspects of the College Now program on a 5-point 

Likert scale where 5 equals “very satisfied” and 1 equals “very dissatisfied.”  The overall 
College Now program received a mean rating of 4.44; the amount of college-level 
material received a mean rating of 4.34; quality of instruction received a mean rating of 
4.25; and the knowledge of high school counselors about the College Now program 
received a mean rating of 4.22.  The vast majority of respondents were either “very” or 
“somewhat” satisfied overall with College Now (90%).  Figure 1 below shows the 
percent over time of respondents who were either “very” or “somewhat” satisfied with 1) 
the overall College Now program, 2) the knowledge of high school counselors about the 
College Now program, 3) the amount of college-level material, and 4) the quality of 
instruction. 

 
Figure 1 
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Current College Experience 
 

• Over  98% of respondents were enrolled in college.  The majority of respondents 
currently enrolled in college were attending the University of Kansas (30%), Kansas 
State University (19%), or Johnson County Community College (16%).  Over 75% of 
respondents were attending a college or university in Kansas, approximately 10% in 
Missouri, and 12% were at a college that was outside of the two state area. 

 
• The majority of respondents indicated their primary reasons for selecting the college they 

were currently attending were location (65%), campus atmosphere (53%), that their 
desired major was offered there (52%), and/or that they could take pride in attending that 
institution (50%).  The reasons listed as being least influential in selection of a college to 
attend were because they wanted to participate in sports (13%) and because of religious 
aspects (7%). 

 
• Approximately eight out of ten respondents indicated their College Now experiences had 

left them better prepared for college. 
 

• The majority of respondents (65%) indicated their College Now class had been either 
about the same as or harder than a current college class they were taking in the same 
discipline. 

 
College Now Credit Transferability 
 

• Of the respondents not currently attending JCCC, 77% had attempted to transfer their 
JCCC credits to another college.  Respondents reported that 85% of their College Now 
credits had transferred course-for-course.  A small group of students indicated their 
courses transferred as electives (9%) or as reduced hours (2%).  A very small percentage 
indicated that their college would not accept any credits at all (4%).  See Appendix B for 
a listing of colleges and universities that do not accept College Now credit. 
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ACCEPTED COLLEGE NOW CREDITS (Continued) 
 

• Pepperdine (accepted credits as electives) 
• Phillips University 
• Pittsburg State University (2001 respondent indicated they didn’t accept Elementary 

French) 
• Pratt County Community College 
• Pratt Institute in Brooklyn NY (accepted credits as electives) 
• Principia College 
• Purdue University (most earlier responses indicated classes did not transfer, though one 

earlier respondent indicated Purdue accepts none but can test out of classes once enrolled 
there; one 1995 respondent indicated credits were accepted course for course; 2001 
respondents indicated some classes transferred course-for-course, some as electives, and 
others did not transfer at all) 

• Rhode Island College (some credits accepted as electives only) 
• Rhodes College, Memphis 
• Rockhurst College (2001 respondent indicated Elementary Spanish was not accepted; 

other respondents indicated some classes transferred course-for-course, others as 
electives) 

• Saddleback Community College, Mission Viejo, CA 
• Savannah College of Design (some credits transfer course-for-course, some transfer as 

electives) 
• Simpson College 
• Southern Methodist University 
• Southern Nazarene University 
• Southwest Baptist University 
• Southwest Missouri State 
• Southwestern College 
• Stanford (accepted credits as electives; 2003 respondent indicated did not accept 

Statistics, Calc. I, and Calc. II) 
• State Fair Community College 
• Sterling College 
• Stetson University 
• St. Cloud State University 
• St. Louis University2 (some credits transfer course-for-course, some transfer as electives) 
• St. Luke’s College 
• St. Mary's College of California 
• St. Mary College, Leavenworth (accepted credits as electives) 
• St. Olaf College (some credits accepted as electives only) 
• Southern Illinois University, Carbondale 
 

 



 
 

  
 
ACCEPTED COLLEGE NOW CREDITS (Continued) 
 

• Southern Methodist University (earlier respondents indicates credits did not transfer, but 
2001 respondents indicated they did-though one indicated classes transferred only as 
electives) 

• Southern University 
• Southern Utah University 
• Tabor College 
• Texas A & M University  
• Texas Christian University, Fort Worth (2003 respondent indicated courses transferred as 

electives only) 
• The College of Wooster 
• Trinity University, San Antonio, TX 
• Truman State University (some classes transferred course-for-course, others as electives) 
• Tulane University (1997 respondent indicated Tulane accepts no College Now credits; 

other respondents had no problems) 
• University of Alabama 
• University of Arizona 
• University of Arkansas 
• University of California, Berkley 
• University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)  
• University of California, San Diego 
• University of California, Santa Cruz (accepted credits as electives) 
• University of Cincinnati 
• University of Colorado, Boulder (some classes transferred course-for-course, others as 

electives; 2003 respondent indicated Calc. I did not transfer) 
• University of Dallas, Texas 
• University of Delaware 
• University of Denver 
• University of Evansville (some accepted as electives only) 
• University of Georgia (some credits transfer course-for-course, some transfer as electives 

only, and some do not transfer) 
• University of Illinois, Champagne-Urbana (one respondent indicated school accepted no 

credits; another indicated some were accepted and others were not; and another indicated 
all credits were accepted) 

• University of Iowa 
• University of Kansas 1,2,3 (some credits transfer course-for-course, some transfer as 

electives, some at reduced hours, and some do not transfer) 
• University of Kansas Medical Center 
• University of Louisville 
• University of Miami, Coral Gables, Florida 

  



 
 

 
ACCEPTED COLLEGE NOW CREDITS (Continued) 
 

• University of Minnesota, Twin Cities 
• University of Missouri, Columbia (some courses transferred course-for-course, others as 

electives only) 
• University of Missouri, Kansas City (some classes transferred course-for-course, others 

as electives, and some do not transfer) 
• University of Missouri, Rolla (some courses transferred course-for-course, others as 

electives only) 
• University of Nebraska, Lincoln (some courses transferred course-for-course, others as 

electives only; 2003 respondent indicated Elementary French did not transfer) 
• University of New Hampshire 
• University of North Alabama 
• University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (accepted some, but not all credits) 
• University of Northern Colorado (some credits accepted as electives only) 
• University of North Dakota (some credits accepted as electives only) 
• University of North Texas 
• University of Oklahoma 
• University of Puget Sound (accepted some credits , but not all) 
• University of Richmond 
• University of San Diego (some courses transferred course-for-course, some transferred as 

reduce hours) 
• University of South Carolina (some courses transferred course-for-course, others as 

electives only) 
• University of Southern California (some credits accepted as electives only) 
• University of Southern Florida  
• University of Tampa, Tampa, Fl. 
• University of Texas at Austin 
• University of Tulsa (some accepted as electives only) 
• University of Utah 
• University of Virginia 
• University of Wisconsin  
• University of Wyoming 
• U.S. Merchant Marine Academy (accepted some, but not all credits) 
• Valparaiso (accepted credits as electives only) 
• Virginia Tech 
• Wake Forest University (accepted credits as electives) 
• Wartburg College  
• Washburn University (some accepted as electives only)4 
• Washington and Lee University 
• Washington State University 
• Webster University 

 



 
 

  
 
ACCEPTED COLLEGE NOW CREDITS (Continued) 
 

• West Texas A & M 
• Westminster College  
• Wheaton College (some accepted as electives only) 
• Worchester Polytechnic Institute (some accepted as electives only) 
• Whorton College at University of Pennsylvania 
• Wichita State University 
• William Jewell (accepted some course-for-course, some as electives, and some did not 

transfer at all) 

__________________ 
 
Note. 1In some cases, 5 credit hour courses may be accepted for 3 or 4 credits. 

2Some colleges and universities (specifically KU and K-State) accept credits, but not grades. 
3The KU School of Engineering will not accept College Now credits as fulfilling graduation requirements,      
  but may accept them as electives.  Physics did not transfer into the KU School of Engineering at all. 
4Washburn will not accept composition credits for honors English.  No problems with other English credit 
transfers have been mentioned. 

 
 
 
REMINDER:  Students are advised to check with the institution into which they plan to 
transfer rather than relying on this list as a guarantee of transferability. 



 
 

 
  
 
All of the colleges and universities listed below have not accepted College Now credits 
according to respondents to JCCC follow-up studies. 
 
DOES NOT ACCEPT COLLEGE NOW CREDITS 
 

• Amherst College accepts none. 
• Auburn will not accept biology when computing GPA -- 1988 respondent did not specify 

whether the credits were acceptable without the grade. 
• Bethel Bible College (VA) accepts none. 
• Boston College accepts none. 
• Brandeis University accepts none. 
• Brigham Young University will only accept credits if the classes are taught on a college 

campus. 
• College of Charleston, S.C. accepts none. 
• Davidson College accepts none 
• Dartmouth College accepts none. 
• Duke University accepts none. 
• Flint Hills Technical College accepts none. 
• Gustavus Adolphus College accepts none. 
• Hampshire College accepts none. 
• Harvard University accepts none. 
• Illinois Wesleyan University (2003 respondent indicated courses did not transfer; 2001 

respondent indicated Comp. I and II did not transfer; another 2001 respondent indicated 
credits transferred as electives only) 

• Macalester College, St. Paul, MN accepts none. 
• Maryland Institute, College of Art (French not accepted) 
• Massachusetts Institute of Technology accepts none (one 2001 respondent indicated 

classes transferred as electives). 
• Massage Therapy Training Institute accepts none. 
• McGill University, Montreal, Canada accepts none. 
• Northwestern University accepts none. 
• Pomona College accepts none. 
• Princeton University accepts none. 
• Rice University accepts none. 
• Smith College accepts none. 
• St. Louis College of Pharmacology (2004 respondent indicated Chemistry courses did not 

transfer) 
• Swarthmore College accepts none. 
• Syracuse University accepts none. 
• The Catholic University of America accepts none. 
• University of Florida accepts none. 



 
 

  
 
DOES NOT ACCEPT COLLEGE NOW CREDITS (Continued) 
 

• University of Illinois accepts none. 
• University of Michigan (most respondents indicated classes did not transfer, though some 

2001 respondents indicated classes were accepted as electives) 
• University of Notre Dame accepts none. 
• University of Rochester accepts none. 
• University of Southern California accepts none. 
• University of Wisconsin, Madison accepts none. 
• U.S.A.F. Prep School accepts none. 
• U.S. Military Academy, West Point, accepts none. 
• U.S. Naval Academy accepts none. 
• Vassar College accepts none. 
• Washington University in St. Louis accepts none. 
• Wellesley College accepts none. 

 
REMINDER:  Students are advised to check with the institution into which they plan to 
transfer rather than relying on this list as a guarantee that College Now credits will not 
transfer. 
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