
GEI Conversation Partners 
Frequently Asked Questions
What is the Conversation 
Partners Program?
Volunteers and Global English Institute students
are paired and meet weekly during the semes-
ter for one hour to talk. This program is a free
opportunity for Global English Institute students
to practice their English conversation skills and
meet people from the college and community.
Volunteers can learn something about the 
student’s culture, meet someone new, and help
a student practice his/her conversation skills.

When does the program begin and end?
Conversation partners generally begin the 
second or third week of the fall and spring 
semesters. The commitment is for one 
academic semester (four months), although
partners may continue to meet when the 
semester is over.

What times are available 
and where do we meet?
Conversation partners generally meet on the
campus of JCCC, e.g. in the cafeteria, lounge
areas, COM 319, etc. Meeting times are to be
discussed and agreed on between partners. 
If you need to reschedule your time, simply 
contact your partner in order to meet at 
another convenient time. A partner who does
not consistently show up for conversation will
be dropped from the program. In the event no
times initially work, contact the Global English
Institute staff to see if we can provide another
potential partner. We match partners based
upon a first-come, first-served basis.

How many partners are in each group?
Normally, the groups will consist of one Global
English Institute student and one volunteer.
However, you may be assigned to more 
than one partner if you choose to do so and 
if partners are available.

Is this opportunity 
the same as English tutoring?
No. The students are not to ask volunteers for
help with lessons, homework, etc. Volunteers
are not to provide students with tutoring, 
English instruction, or help with lessons, 
homework, etc.

What other things do I 
have to do with my partner?
Nothing. Speaking English for an hour per week
during the semester is the only requirement. 
In some cases, friendships are formed over time
and partners may want to do fun things outside
of this time. Some typical activities include 
eating a meal, celebrating a holiday, going 
to social/cultural events, etc.

Who are GEI students?
The students attend the Global English Institute
at Johnson County Community College and
may or may not be from different countries.
Their goal is usually to improve their English
proficiency for various reasons.

Can we practice speaking 
in another language?
The initial hour is time for the students to 
practice conversing in English and not speak in
another language. If partners agree, they can
speak in a different language at another time.

Can GEI students here on a visa 
help with child care, housework, etc., 
with or without pay?
Absolutely not! This is not the purpose of 
the program. The appropriate actions will 
be taken with partners who engage in 
such activities.

How do I sign up or get more information?
Contact the Global English Institute staff via the
information listed on the agreement. To learn
about the Global English Institute, check out
jccc.edu/globalenglish/.
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Read it. Write it. Speak it. Live it.

http://www.jccc.edu/globalenglish/


• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 


